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The November Club Meeting at Parks & Rec Gastropub  photos by Dale Brown  
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The Windsor-Detroit MG Club  
The International  Local Club 

I’ll keep my message brief since I have lots of content for this 
combined November and December issue.  
 
If you have some tech articles or other general interesting 
MG bits of information, please forward them to me so that I 
can use them through the winter months. 
 
Submit to Editor@WDMGC.com 
 
Have a fun and safe holiday season. Can Am Newsletter Editor, 

Dale Brown 

Bob Fougere 
 

It saddens us to announce the passing of a very active member 
of the club: Bob Fougere. 
 

Bob was born in Plymouth, Michigan on October 31st, 1950. He 
attended Farmington High School and lived in the area for most 
of his life, save for a few years, when his father decided to move 
the family back to his native Nova Scotia. Bob missed Michigan 
and soon returned to Farmington, spending most his working life 
in sales, largely in the food industry. 
 

After a chance meeting with a club member, Bob decided he 
wanted an MGB, acquiring his 1977 Harvest Gold model in the summer of 2003 and joining 
the Windsor-Detroit MG Club soon afterwards. The following year he could be found at al-
most every meeting and event, with the result that he won the Rookie of the Year award for 
2004. 
 

About 3-years ago, Bob was diagnosed with bladder cancer. The surgical options offered 
were unacceptable to him and he opted for a holistic healing approach, with which he cred-
ited his relative wellness until the spring of this year, when he took a turn for the worse and 
entered hospital. He was given just a few weeks to live but continued to surpass the doc-
tors’ predictions, eventually losing his battle on November 4th, a few days after his 67th 
birthday, at the Angela Hospice in Livonia. 
 

A number of club members attended his Memorial Service at the Hospice on November 
10th and were able, on behalf of the club, to pass on our condolences to his brother Mi-
chael and his sister Lucille, who had flown in from Saskatchewan and Nova Scotia respec-
tively. 
 

We will miss his familiar presence at our future events and meetings. 
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 Presidentially speaking 

 

 

Vicki 

The foremost club for British car owners in  
southeast Michigan and southwest Ontario. 

 
The holiday season is upon us. I hope everyone had a nice 
Thanksgiving (Oct 9th in Canada and Nov 23rd in the US) and enjoyed 
time with family and friends. As we get ready to celebrate the holidays 
we think about loved ones and friends still with us and remember those 
we have lost. 
 
We recently said goodbye to another club member-Bob Fougere. He 
fought a brave battle for over 3 years against bladder cancer but it got 
the best of him Nov. 4th and we will miss him. He was a quiet, kind and 
generous man who loved being part of the club and driving his MG. It 
reminds us what is precious in our lives and how much we have to be 
thankful for. 
 
Time for most of us to put away our cars for the winter (if you haven’t already), which is always sad. 
Although I do know that we have some die hard members who will drive their cars all year long-more 
power to you. Matt is looking to local storage facilities so his Charger doesn’t have to spend the 
winter in the driveway, since I won’t let him kick my Mini out of the garage. It is tough now that it is 
darker earlier in the evening, but I don’t mind quite as much when the houses are all lit up for the 
holidays on my drive home. 
 
There was a nice group of Jaguar and MG club members that attended the Detroit Parade Co. Tour 
downtown in November and I was told it was a fun time-although it was a little chilly. They said that it 
was very interesting to hear the history of the parade and see how the various floats are put 
together. The tours go on year round, so maybe we can come up with a group next year and check it 
out. Thank you to Adam Gucfa for setting it up and reaching out to his fellow club members. 
 
We have our December meeting coming up on the 13th at The Brass Pointe and it is also our holiday 
gift exchange. A gift is not required-but it is always a lot of fun seeing what is brought and what is 
stolen each year. Please come out and join us. 
 
We are also coming up on the time to start thinking about club award nominations for this past year-
so if there is anyone you want to put in for the various awards please let the board know. There will 
be more information to come in the NL and on the website. 
 
I would like to wish everyone a Very Happy Holiday! Be safe and enjoy the season. 

Vicki Bade - Club President 
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Visit to the Parade Company 
 

Many thanks to Adam Gucfa, Vice-President of the Jaguar Affiliates Group of Michigan (JAGM) club and member of 
WDMGC, for organizing a truly fun and interesting tour of the Parade Company in Detroit followed by lunch at the very 
first Buddy’s Pizza restaurant. 
 

The Michigan Thanksgiving Parade, now known as America’s Thanksgiving Parade® presented by Art Van, was founded 
in 1924. For more than 90 years (some years were missed during WW2), the Parade has been a one-of-a-kind spectacle 
of fantasy, holiday spirit and community enthusiasm. The Parade Company is a non-profit organization and relies for 
funding on donations from local companies and individuals. It is best known for the floats and balloons it builds from the 
initial artwork sketches to fantastic displays we see on Woodward Avenue each US Thanksgiving Day. 

 

Adam is seen here standing by some of the Styrofoam blocks that are glued together and 
then carved with band-saws and hot-wires by artists who transform the 2 sketches, produced 
in cooperation with the sponsors, into 3D models. 
 

Special zero solvent paint that will not dissolve the Styrofoam is then applied by more skilled 
artisans. 
 

A single float may require hundreds of individually made pieces along with other structures 
made from paper-maché covered chicken wire, welded steel and wood. 
 

Some of the floats are self-propelled with the driver unable to see and having to rely on a 
small monitor screen and spotters who walk beside the float and who are in touch with the 
driver by radio. 
 

There are overhead obstacles, such as the People Mover, on Woodward that can present a 
challenge to high structures such as this lighthouse, in front of which Anne Astley is 
standing, which has to be articulated so that it can be lowered as it passes under the doors 
of the Parade Company and obstructions on the parade route. Similarly, very tall balloons 
have to be pulled down by their handlers to pass under anything that is too low and that 
might damage them. 
 

You may notice that Steve and Ruth Swarin, like 
the other club members pictured here, still wear 
their outdoor jackets. Money is always tight at the 
Parade Company and so they seldom heat or cool 
it, which must make it very difficult for those who 
create these works of art. The temperatures were 
close to freezing when we visited but on a hot 
summer’s day, our guide informed us, it can be 
above 100ºF inside.  
 
 

If you want to be in the parade and help the cash-strapped Parade Company, for $200 you can choose from hundreds of 
different “big-heads” to wear. Which of these two would you think would suit Mary-Ellen Weakley best? 
 

 
 

This completed GM float is just one 
of the many beautiful works of art 
that will be moving down Woodward 
on Thanksgiving. If you weren’t able 
to be part of our tour you can visit 
the Parade Company almost any 
time of year. Our cost was $12 for 
adults under 62, or $10 for seniors. 
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Kriss-Kross 
Kriss-Kross is a popular puzzle in the UK, where it is found in newspapers and puzzle books. Unlike a crossword where 
you have to find words that fit into a pre-determined part of the grid, in Kriss-Kross you are given the answers and then 
have to find where each goes in the frame. Where to start? Well, there is only one 11-letter word, so there is only one 
place it can go. Get a printable copy of this puzzle at www.wdmgc.com/kriss_kross/kriss_kross_201712.pdf 
and check your answers at www.wdmgc.com/kriss_kross/kriss_kross_201712_answer.pdf. 
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On Recent Membership Anniversaries 

5 Years Tim and Sandra McCotter of Brighton, MI  

10 Years         Bob Gibbs of Birmingham, MI. 
Max Kenney of St Clair Shores, MI 
Gary Trepanier of Tecumseh, ON 

15 Years Sandy and Larry Kuivenhover of West 
Bloomfield, MI  
Jim and Laurie MacArthur of Troy, MI  

The WDMGC By-Laws require that an annual election be 
held for the club’s elected offices at a General 
Membership Meeting (GMM). The offices are: 
 
 President 
 Vice President 
 Secretary 
 Treasurer.  
 
Year-to-year, we alternate the election GMM between 
Canada and the USA. For 2018, the election will take 
place at the February 14th meeting in Farmington Hills.  
 
All positions are open and anyone can nominate 
themselves, or another club member, to any of the 
positions. So far we have 3 nominations: 
 
 President (incumbent) - Vicki Bade 
 Vice President  (incumbent) - Jean Paul McGraw 
 Treasurer  (incumbent) -  Cathy Gurnee 
 
If you would like to nominate someone and/or vote, you 
can do so either at the meeting or by contacting me, the 
current club Secretary, beforehand. My contact details are 
on page 2.                                                       Rick Astley 

2018 WDMGC Board Member  
Nominations and Election  

It’s time once again to ask for your to help in determining 
this year’s recipients of our coveted club awards. Please 
review the award criteria below and nominate the member 
or members you believe are most deserving of an award 
and why. Just a few words are sufficient, but a funny or 
compelling anecdote is even better. 
 
You can submit your nominations to any club board 
member by phone, email, post or in person at the next 
club meeting. Board member names and contact details 
can be found on page 2. The deadline for submissions 
is January 9th, 2018. 
 
Founders Award: Given to the member who has 
contributed the most to the club over the past year. This 
person or persons are the most valuable members of the 
club. They have contributed above and beyond anyone 
else in the club. 
 
Rookie of the Year: Given to the new member who has 
contributed the most to the club over the past year. “New 
member” shall be defined as having joined the club since 
September 1 of the previous year. 
 
Navigator of the Year: Given to the "Travelling 
Companion" or "Navigator" who has contributed the most 
to the club over the past year. 
 
Hard Luck Award: Given to the member who has had 
the most problems with his/her British car during the past 
year (or suffered a notable loss or hardship in that 
regard.) 
 
Lucky Lucas Award: Given to the member who has had 
the most electrical problems with his/her British car during 
the past year (or a combination of electrical and general 
malfunction.) 

2018 Awards 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
John Alexander and Carolyn King of Ann Arbor.  They 
have a BRG  1957 MGA, OEW 1958 A-H Sprite, 1960 
Red Morris Mini 
 
Louise Beck and Andrew Ganew of Detroit. They have 
a  Yellow 1977 MGB. 
 
Glenn and Cathy Pitre of Tecumseh, ON.  (no car yet) 
 
Pierre and Kateri Leblanc of Saline, MI. They have a  
BRG 1974 MGB-GT. (Rejoined) 
 
 

To our Newest Members  

Another shot 
from the car 
show attended 
by Steve Finch. 
(see page 7) 
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Greetings from the South Carolina  
Chapter of the Windsor-Detroit MG Club 
 
On Saturday, October 28, Donna and I took a 3½ hour drive to Charleston, SC to 
attend the 33rd Annual British Car Day hosted by the British Car Club of 
Charleston. 
 

We left out in a bit of a drizzle but it cleared up and turned into a nice partly 
cloudy 74⁰ day. It was a good turnout of maybe 80-100 cars. 
It is fun to go to shows that you have never before attended. You see cars that 
you have never before seen. 
 

The first thing that caught my attention was a pair of Lotus Cortina Twin Cams 
sitting side by side. 
 
There was a nice group of MGAs and MGTs. Somehow I missed getting a pic of the handful of nice MGBs. 
I did get a picture of one interesting MGB however. Talk about a V-8 conversion! 

 
 
There were a handful of Morgans with a beautiful blue one that 
was our favorite. 
Also an interesting Morris Traveler with trailer. 
 

The highlight for me was meeting Wray Lemke. I have known of 
him via the internet MG Experience for a few years. 
Wray had his recently completed 1958 MG Magnette on the show 
field. What a beautiful restoration. 
He told me that they built the car in six weeks’ time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Wray let Donna sit in the car and now Donna wants us to buy a 
Magnette. 
 

Like I need another car! But I would buy Wray’s Magnette in a 
heartbeat if it was for sale. 
 

Hope to see you all soon. 
 
 

Jerry Goodwin 
We are very sorry to report that club member Jerry Goodwin passed away November 
21st at the age of 70 after a long battle with spinal cord cancer. 
 

Although born in Kewanee Illinois, Jerry was raised in Detroit and became a real “car 
guy”. He was a US Marine Corp veteran, serving one tour in Vietnam. After working in 
local industry for many years, Jerry launched MAThread,Inc., in 1999 based on his in-
vention of the world’s first anti-cross-threading faster and where he served as an execu-
tive until 2016. 
 

Jerry and Regina, his wife of 48 years, joined the club in 2007 and owned a 1980 MGB. 
We send our sincere condolences to Reggie and family. 

By Steve Finch 
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Service & Repair for the 
Vintage British Motor Car 

Guy St. John 
Phone:  248..349..3649 

email: guystjohn@comcast.net 
 

Hours: M – F 8:30 – 5:30 
Saturday By Appointment  

 
 
 
 
 

1520 Scio Church Road 
Ann Arbor, Michigan, 48103 

OUR SERVICE PUTS US A
-PART FROM THE REST. 

At Little British, we know who we are and where our business comes from.  As a growing company 
founded in the late 90's, we take pride in giving you high quality customer service, We will have the 
parts you need, the convenience you want, and at a lower price than you thought you would pay. 
 
By being an online based company. we are able to keep costs low and maintain a flawless ordering 
system that is quick and user friendly. We have the parts for most British marques and models as 
well as fun collectibles and other useful items for the British car enthusiast, Log on to 
www.LBCarCo.com and see why we excel at what we do. 

Little British Car Company 
www.LBCarCo.com 
Jeff Zorn  29311 Aranel Farmington Hills, MI 48334 
Phone: 248-489-0022  Toll-free: 800-637-9640 
Fax: 248-489-9665  Email: LBCarCo@LBCarCo.com 
Major credit cards accepted 

Pertronix Electric Ignitions  
and Coils 
 
Vintage Ads 
 
Don Hoods 
 
Mota-Lita Steering Wheels 
 
Gunson Tools 
 
Moss Motors 
 
Halogen Bulbs for Most British 
and American Cars 
 
Plus Many Others! 
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  December 2017 

 

 

Wed  
Dec 13 

 

WDMGC Club Meeting. Brass Pointe, 
Farmington Hills, MI (Annual Gift 
Exchange) 

   

 
Wed      
Jan. 10 

WDMGC Club Meeting  Parks and Rec 
Gastropub. Windsor, Ontario 

6:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

 - WDMGC event.  
To be sure you are up-to-date with all events, times and meet-
ing places, visit www.WDMGC.com 

 Club Calendar 

  January 2018 

 December  Meeting at The Brass 
Pointe 

 
The December club meeting will be Wednesday 
December 13 at The Brass Pointe in Farmington Hills, 
Michigan. The meeting starts at around 7:30 pm but join 
us earlier if you plan on having dinner. Most people start 
arriving at around 6:00 pm.  
 

 

January Meeting at Parks & Rec 
Gastropub 

 
The November club meeting will be Wednesday Jan. 10 
at The Parks & Rec Gastropub in Windsor. The meeting 
starts at around 7:30 pm but join us earlier if you plan on 
having dinner. Most people start arriving at around 6:00 
pm. (Click on hyperlink in the Calendar for website) 

 
 

 

More shots from the car 
show attended by Steve 
and Donna Finch (see page 
7) 
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CARS WANTED 
 
Very serious buyer for: 
Jaguar XK-XKE, MG T series, MGA 
Triumph TR 2-3-4-250 
Mercedes 190-220-230-250-280 SL 
All open cars Porsche 356-911-914 
Austin Healey, Riley, Alpha-Romeo, Singer 
1964-67 Ford Mustang, Models T & A 
 
Entire collections possible 
 
ANY CONDITION - ANY LOCATION 
 
Generous finders fee. WILL PAY THE MOST!
1930’s - 1960’s 
Buying restored gas pumps 
Also other interesting cars 
European and American made 
 
STEVE’S BRITISH CONNECTION USA 
 
Tel: 630-553-9023  email: SBCinc@aol.com 

WANTEDWANTED  
Dead or DriveableDead or Driveable  

YYOUROUR  CCARAR  PPICTUREICTURE  
Let us have a picture of your car and some 

anecdotal information so that we can feature it in 
Can-Am Connection and 
the club web-site gallery. 

AALSOLSO  WWANTEDANTED  
Your contributuion’s for this newsletter,. 

  
YYOUOU  WILLWILL  BEBE  WWELLELL  RREWARDEDEWARDED 
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Classified Advertising  
Please contact the editor if you no longer want your ad to run. Ads will 
run in the newsletter for three months and then may be removed to 
make room for newer entries. Ads will run for six months on our website. 
The date following the ad is date of placement. See the Classified page 
at our website for more ads. www.wdmgc.com  

For Sale 

1973 MG Midget parts "free to a good home": two rear 
springs (rusty); wind shield frame (includes glass which 
has delaminated); passenger side door (incomplete; quar-
ter window missing). Any one interested can e-mail at : 
vdhoven@uwindsor.ca  
 
Midget Mk I parts for sale from '64 donor car. Seats (for 
refurb), dash, 1098 engine w/trans (working condition un-
known), radiator, wire wheels (for refurb), suspension, 
windshield, bumpers, steering column and more!. Call/text 
Scott 513-240-3221 or scottolman@gmail.com" 
 

1970 MGBGT I have owned this car since about 1977. No 
rust, rockers have been replaced. Needs paint, Tires. En-
gine has totally been rebuilt, touring cam, 10 over pistons, 
New fuel tank, needs some work to complete. Extra en-
gine, Transmission, overdrive unit, Heated back-
light.  $4000.00  art.krygowski@gmail.com  

Phone or text: 58 six-2 nine 8-8 three 98.  
 
1963 MGB. Fully restored, excellent condition, no rust, 
runs great, owned it for 21 years, garage stored, Iris blue, 
black interior, has black top and tonneau cover, original 
tools, manuals, radio, new battery, new seats.  Also in-
cluding spare hood, original seats, and any spare parts 
my husband had for it.  Chassis number 
GHN3L13495  Engine number 18GUH13558  and I have 
the British Motors Heritage Certificate. 
Also, mileage is original at 60,625. 
Asking $19,500 but price is negotiable.  Car is in Wash-
ington Township, Michigan. 
trombleycathy@comcast.net 
ph: 586-484-0337 

 
Car Capsule. Perfect for hibernation storage. 
Model CC22, $325 (new was $485) 

www.carcapsule.com 
Size 22’L – 7.5’W – 6.7’H, Mfg date 10/2014. 
Item is located in Grand Rapids, MI 
Contact Steve@wdmgc.com or 248-343-1614 (leave a 

message). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MG Magnette for Sale in Ontario. Call Colin at 519 284 
2103 

 1974 MGB GT Chrome bumper GT with recent Autumn 
Leaf interior with new seat belts.  Low miles on engine 
rebuild, by previous owner.  Paint is original Bracken color 
(orange) and 4 years old.  Tires are good on British 
Minitor alloy wheels.   Nice radio.  New radiator & 
hoses.  Runs and drives nicely.  $5900.00 
734-751-7590 or 734-751-6031  
 
1976 MGB Peacock Blue with the tan interior and black 
top. Approximately 76, 000 miles. Good condition. 

Paperwork for most repairs. 7,000.00. Give a 
call, we'll talk, you'll look, we'll see. I'm also 
thinking of selling my '72 'westie'.  Launey 

at 1.313.345.6435 or lapyke3@ gmail .com 

1972 MGB Roadster. Runs, But Needs Work, $1,500 
Runs and drives, but will need substantial rust repair. This 
will be a project car before it's a good driver again and the 
low price of $1,500 firm reflects that. 
One owner since 1995. Mileage unknown, but only 5,000 
miles since engine rebuild in 1997. Four-speed 
transmission. Needs wiring work and rust replacement of 
rockers, frame rails, plus some repair in fenders and floor 
panels. Improvements in last 20 years include new front 
bumper, distributor, starter, radiator rebuild, Delco 
alternator, ignition switch, new gas tank, convertible top. 
(See website for photos) john_a_magee@yahoo.com 
 248-234-3789  
Wanted 

I am looking for a used 15" steering wheel for MGA. 
Please email picture and price topernot10@gmail.com 

New Ad 

New Ad 



12 The Can-Am Connection November/December 2017 

Windsor-Detroit MG Club 
2094 Cliffside Drive 

Wixom, MI 48393 USA 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 

Car of the Month - November/December 2017 


