
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
FROM THE EDITOR   

       In today’s 
environment 
it’s hard not 
to discuss 
politics and 

everyone has a different 
viewpoint.  That being the 
case, at our Wednesday 
morning breakfast get 
together we all agreed not to discuss the political situation.  
Believe me, that was a very wise decision. Instead we talk MG’s.  
We have a great bunch of guys that come together on that 
morning with many years of experience concerning our cars.  I for 
one, owned an MG Midget while in High School and worked on the 
side for a Volkswagen repair shop.  I know it wasn’t an MG shop 
but the lessons I learned there helped me to understand the 
basics workings of the MG.  I learned about disc & drum brakes 
and other items concerning cars.  Electrical, though was never my 
forte, I found out I really sucked in this department.  I did try to 
do all the normal service on the car myself and did quite well. 
 Later came my MGB GT and once again I dove into the 
service area.  Maintaining the carbs, changing the oil, air filters, 
brakes and whatever I could do myself.  The car later developed 
a cracked head and that was out of my league.  It was also a time 
when I needed the basic family car.  So good-bye MGB GT, hello 
Datsun Station Wagon.   
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 Where am I going with this?  Remember the above comment 
about politics?  Well, let’s just make that about how to fix, 
modify, of work on your MG in general.  You will find that 
different people recommend different weights of oil that you 
should put in the top of your carbs.  This question was presented 
on the NAMGBR Facebook page recently; how many pounds of 
pressure should an MGB fuel pump put out?  Two answers were 
provided, one from a person that, I know, is very knowledgeable 
about MG’s and replied with, “No more than 4 pounds.”  A 
second person replied with simply, 2.5-3.5 pounds and nothing 
else.  If the individual asking did not know either responder, who 
is he to rely on for the correct information.  
 Some people thrive on misinformation and must put their 
input on subjects they have no knowledge about.  Others, God 
Bless Them, have the correct answer but just do it differently 
than prescribed as in the manual.  The results are the same but 
it just confuses the heck out of the person asking the question.  
Then there is the person who has it all together and correctly 
provides the exact knowledge you were seeking.  The tough part 
is deciding which person has it right.   
 Back to the breakfast get together.  It seems that every 
week someone ends up lifting the bonnet on their MG and, once 
again we gather around staring at an engine that we have seen 
hundreds of times and discuss the workings of our MG’s. We 
point at the engine compartment, lean over it, make comments, 
ask questions and in general respect each other’s view points on 
what is said.  Our wives would probably look at us and say, “Oh 
my God, they’re at it again.”  You know, that’s half the fun of 
owning an MG, the fellowship you have with other drivers. - Tim 
Macsay    

 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

AutoWeek Salute to the MGA - Bill Gallihugh  
 

      Most of you are familiar 
with AutoWeek magazine – but 

do you remember the TV version of AutoWeek 
that was on SpeedVision Channel many years 
ago?  It was similar to the magazine - and 
much like other automotive-oriented TV 
shows - with car reviews, racing info, national 
car meets, etc.  It also included a three 
minute weekly segment called “Escape 
Roads”, where a classic car or model would 
be featured. 

     Anyway, in 1999 I 
got a call from a 
producer of AutoWeek who said they were 
planning a feature on the MGA – and would I 
like to make my MGA and myself available for 
filming?  I readily agreed.  Then he asked if I 
knew of a second MGA that would be 
appropriate for the feature.  I Immediately 
referred him to the only original owner of an 
MGA in the Hoosier A’s – John Seeburger.  
John also agreed and a filming date was set 
up, with static filming to be done in John’s 
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yard (they said they couldn’t find another 
location with as nice a backdrop as that). 
     I showed up at John’s on the appointed 
date, and the film crew positioned the MGA’s 
here and there and took an hour or so filming 
from all angles.  Then they asked John and I 
to each drive around the area while they rode 
in the back of a pickup truck filming us. They 
alternated passing each of us, and then 

having us pass them – all the while with us 
trying to look nonchalant and not notice that 
a truck full of cameras was driving alongside.   
     It was to total hoot – and the producer 
provided us with a VHS tape of the show once 
it aired.  I dug that tape out recently, and, 
after much struggle, get it digitized, 
compressed, and converted to .mp4.  I 
thought those who haven’t seen it would 
enjoy seeing John once again behind the 
wheel of his beloved MGA.  And particularly 
the gang down at the Every-Wednesdays-MG-
Breakfast-at-Emmy’s, where John and his 
(top down) MGA were regulars.  (For those 
who might be unaware, we lost John about a 
year ago, so perhaps we can dig this film out 
once in a while as a lasting tribute to John.)   
     To view the film, Click Here, or go to our 
website, then to the Newsletter Page, and 
click on the “AW_ER” at the bottom of the 
newsletter list. 

 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
     It was a great 
autumn day for a 
drive, so a good 
crowd of 31 people 
made the drive to Indiana 
University’s Bradford Woods 
Retreat for the 40th Hoosier 

A’s Birthday Party and pot luck dinner.  Host 
Dave Walter had all the arrangements made, 
including a great baked ham and all the fried 
chicken you could eat.  Everyone else brought 
a variety of side dishes, and some great 
desserts.  Around 1:00, Dave called the event 
to order and everyone dived in.  A half hour 
later, no one looked even remotely hungry. 
     After the dinner, outgoing Hoosier A’s 
President Steve Hully started the brief 
business meeting – the main topic of which 
was the selection and installation of a new 
President.  Riding on a ground swell of 
grassroots support, Kurt Rupenthal was 
unanimously elected, and quickly sworn in 
(before he could object).  This is a little 

different from the usual Hoosier A’s election, 
where we wait for someone to go to the 
restroom, then hold snap elections.  Dan 
Coyle was installed as Hoosier A’s Vice 
President, so his turn will come. 

Hoosier A’s Birthday Party  
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     All credit to Dave Walter for setting everything up (as he has done for years) and making the 
traditional late-season get-together fun for everyone.  See you in 2018!  For photos of the party, 
Click Here 

 
 

Restoring MG’s: 
     One of our Hoosier MG members is 
restoring a 1964 MGB.  Steve Hully purchased 
this “B” for $500.00 in Tipton, Indiana. Steve 
is figuring that a 90% restoration, to include 
body and interior work, will be required to 
complete the restoration to the standards he 
is shooting for.    

     The “B” was not drivable when purchased 
and with the help of another MG club member 
it was trailered 
to his home 
shop.  The 
color was Old 
English White 
with a red 
interior.  The 
“B” has a lot of 
visible & not so 
visible rust that 
will need to be 
attended to.   
The “B” will be 
requiring new 
tires all the 
way around, a 
matter that can 

be taken care of a later time.  On the plus 
side the front end had been rebuilt in the past 
so that will save Steve some time & money.  
Before stripping the MG down to its frame and 
component parts, Steve said that he was able 
to get the MG running.  This could save him 
some major engine & transmission work later.   
 Steve also obtained a vehicle rotisserie 

which was purchased at the same time as the 
MGB.  After having the unibody dipped to 
remove all the paint and excess crud he 
mounted the unibody on the rotisserie to help 
in the restoration process.    Steve said that 
the engine and transmission should require 
very little work which was a big plus.   
 Steve said that the vehicle is in the 
first stage of the restoration and plans to 
keep us updated as to his progress.   
 If you are also planning or have 
recently completed a restoration project on 
your MG, give me a write-up and some 
pictures and I will add that to our newsletter.  
- Tim Macsay       1966mgbgt@sbcglobal.net   

________________________________________________________________________ 
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     The Olde 

Octagons of 

Indiana once again 

celebrated the season and good 

fellowship with their annual 

Christmas Party on December 3rd. This year 

the get-together was held at the Bucca De 

Beppo in Greenwood, where fine Italian food 

(and large desserts) was served family style.  

The OOOI, which turned 43 years old this 

year, has held this celebration in various 

formats for as long as we can remember.   

     While the membership of the T-

Type/Vintage MG club may have lessened 

somewhat to an active core group over the 

years (as the cars and we grow grayer), that 

group remains devoted enthusiasts and hardy 

travelers (in a T-Type, you need to be very 

hardy) – and are looking for another big 

turnout for the 2018 GOF Central in Lake 

Geneva, Wisconsin. For Photos, Click Here

______________________________________________________________________ 

        The New Year is upon us and we’re are 
getting set for another year of enjoying our 
MG’s.  Before too long it will be time to bring 
the MG out of hibernation.  Here are some 
thoughts I use to prepare for that day.  
Check or change the engine oil, grease all 
the fittings, check all the fluid levels, check 
tire pressures, clean the glass and in general 
just make sure she is ready to go when the 
weather clears.   
  I take a walk around 
my MG and try to notice 
anything different from last 
year’s driving.  For 
instance, look at the 
exhaust pipe.  Is it wet or 
oily, this could be a sign of 
upcoming problems?  Look 
at the tire rims, are there 
black streaks coming from 
the center to the outside of the rim and 
maybe on to the tire?  This might mean a bad 
wheel seal which could lead to a bearing 
going bad.  Look for fluid leaks from the 
brake cylinders as well.  You might have to 
use a creeper and flashlight here.     
 Now roll the car backwards and look 
for unusual amounts of fluids where the car 
was parked over the winter.  We all know 

that MG’s don’t leak, they just leave 
their mark.  BUT, that mark should not 
be excessive.  If it is, think about the 
location of where the car was parked 

so you can determine where the fluid is 
coming from.  Radiator fluid is simple as it 
is usually colored, fuel is another issue 
because it will evaporate and leave a stain 
rather than a greasy spot.  Hoses deteriorate 
over the years and can really cause 
problems, especially when your traveling.  
Better to be safe that sorry.  Think about the 
many hoses that your MG has and when was 

the last time you checked 
them.   
 Have I got you worried yet?  
Let’s mention electrical issues.  
This is a whole new ball of wax.  
Lots is issues can happen here.  
One of our members replaced 
two fuel pumps on a trip.  Do 
you carry an extra set of points, 
spare fuses, electrical tape?  I 
could go on, but, that might 

take forever.  I do recommend carrying a 
wiring diagram for your vehicle year. 
 Plan for the upcoming year.  You 
can’t avoid every issue but it’s best to be 
prepared.  I know one member who could 
almost rebuild his MG with the spare parts 
he carries.  Safety Fast and enjoy your MG 
during the 2018 driving year. - Tim Macsay    

More from the Editor… 

Olde Octagons Christmas Dinner  
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NUTS ‘n BOLTS   
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

The next event on the schedule is the Monthly Dinner Meeting at the German/American Klub 
on Thursday, January 11th.    For a flyer, Click Here 
 
On Saturday, February 24th, we will again take a well-deserved break from winter for our 
annual Natters ‘n Noggins.  For a flyer, Click Here 
 

The Event Planning Meeting will be in March – details to follow. 

 

Note:  We will (as usual) NOT be doing our Monthly Dinner Meeting in either February or 

March due to the events mentioned above. 

 

Note:  Hoosier A’s President (and GAK dinner/meeting host) Kurt Rupenthal has dreamed up a 

new challenge: We will have the first round of the 2018 MG Female Parts Competition at the 

1st meeting of the year Jan 11 at GAK. All female club members will be allowed to identify an 

MG part for 10 points at each monthly meeting. The winner of the annual competition will be 

awarded the RUPENTHAL CUP at the last GAK dinner/meeting of 2018. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Headlight Left-On Warning Buzzer 
 
     At the beginning of the Fair Oaks Farm 
Drive, tour host Tom Ford asked that 
everyone leave their headlights on as we 
were driving cross-country.  But, by the first 
stop of the day it was apparent that many of 
the drivers forgot to turn off their headlights 
as they rushed to that little room in the back 
of the gas station.  So, there was a chorus of 
“Hey, you forgot to turn your lights off”. 
     Some years ago, (for reasons I’ll get into 
later) we decided that driving with the lights 
on in an MG made a whole lot of sense.  But 
wishing to avoid the inevitable dead 
battery, l got a “headlight left-on warning 
buzzer”.  Actually, I got 3 – and installed 
them (rather easily) on my MGA, MGB, and 
TD, where they remain to this day.  Even 
after years of driving with the lights on, I 
still have to be reminded by the buzzer to 

turn them off when I 
switch off the 
ignition.  I mentioned this to some of the 
drivers on the tour, and promised to write 
up something on the process and logic of 
installing this relatively minor item. 
     First, the warning buzzers are very 
inexpensive, and widely available.  
Installation is simple, and there is absolutely 
no down side of having one on your MG.  I 
got mine from JC Whitney for about $3.00 
each, but I don’t think they carry them 
anymore.  On my MGA, I mounted it behind 
the radio-blanking plate area, and 
connected it between the switched ignition 
switch terminal and the power side of the 
map light switch. 
     I did a minimum amount of research, and 
can give you the following links you can click 
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on to look at samples from various 
suppliers/models:  Amazon,  Radio Shack, 
Napa.  You should also check out the Barney 
Gaylord piece on this subject at MGAGURU.  
But I would suggest that you just hike down 
the auto parts store (Auto Zone, Advance 
Auto, Napa, etc) and explain what you want 
and see what they have.  Further, 
I suggest that you look for the 
type of noise (you want buzzer or 
chime – NOT siren!), volume in 
the range of 80db (if too loud, you 
can put a little tape over it), and 
plan on spending less than $10 – 
or thereabouts. 
 
     Now – why bother?   Some years back we 
escaped two collisions in our MGA by mere 
seconds – in one day!  In both cases, other 
drivers didn’t see us coming.  We always 
wondered if they would have seen us if we 
had headlights on.  While we can’t confirm 
that, it couldn’t hurt.  But here’s the facts:  
The eye level of someone driving a large SUV 
is about 5’ 6” above the ground, and an 

MGA/B is about 3’ high.  To them, you may 
be indistinguishable from a speed bump – 
especially if you’re painted grey.  So 
anytime we’re driving where there could be 
oncoming traffic, or traffic that could pull 
out in front of us, we have the headlights on. 
     But here’s another consideration:  

Something strange happened on 
the Fair Oaks Farm drive that I’ve 
never seen before.  With everyone 
in the convoy having their 
headlights on, other drivers were 
regularly yielding the right-of-way 
until we all passed!  They 
apparently saw that we were doing 
a group drive (or maybe they 

mistook us for a funeral procession) and 
allowed us to keep together.  I mentioned 
this to Roger & Sally, and they asked 
everyone on the R.O.M.E.O Run to do the 
same.  Roger later said that this made it 
much easier for them to keep track of the 18 
cars in the convoy.  Rally and tour leaders 
may want to take note.  – Bill Gallihugh 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PARTING SHOT     
 

Some fun items about your Hoosier MG 
Club: 
(Most of this information was obtained from 
club rosters, dated September 10, 2016 and 
online sources.)    
The Old Octagons roster shows a 
membership of 38 members.  The year of 
their cars the number of owners of those 
cars are:  1933-01, 1938-01, 1945-03, 1946-
03, 1947-01, 1949-01, 1949-02, 1950-01, 
1951-01, 1952-08, 1953-08, 1954-03 and 
finally 1955-03.  Note that most of the 
Octagons MG’s tend to be in the 1950’s era 
with 24 MG’s during that time. There is some 
controversy about when the MG name was 
established.  Some say it was 1923 while 
others say 1924.  Officially, the MG Octagon 
was registered as a trademark by Morris 
Garages on 1 May 1924. Seventeen different 

models were produced from 1923 to 1954 
and approximately 56,366 cars were 
produced.     
  The Old Octagons of Indiana was 
founded on March 23, 1974, & the club 
immediately gained recognition by The New 
England MG ‘T’ Register, Ltd. (NEMGTR) as a 
Local Chapter. 

The Hoosier MGA Club roster shows a 
membership of 43 members.  The year of 
their cars the number of owners of those 
cars are: 1956-3, 1957-02, 1958-3, 1959-07, 
1960-05, 1961-01, and finally 1962-03.  The 
MGA was in production from 1955 to 1962 
and 101,081 were produced in the factory.  
Of that number 95,212 were exported with 
approximately 81,401 coming to the U.S.A.  
The smallest number of MGA’s imported was 
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the 1958/1959 Twin Cam Coupe, only 95 
were imported to the U.S. 

The Hoosier A’s was established 
November 14, 1978.  The Hoosier A’s are 
members of the North American MGA 
Register (NAMGAR).   

The Hoosier MGB Club also 
encompasses the MGC model and the Mg 
Midget.  The club shows a membership of 75 
members.  It is the largest of the three clubs 
and has the greatest run of MG’s starting 
from 1962-1980. The year of their cars the 
numbers of owners of those cars are:  1964-
01, 1965-01, 1966- 02, 1967-04, 1968-01, 
1969-02, 1970-06, 1971-06, 1972-04, 1973-
03, 1974-10, 1975-02, 1976-05, 1977-06, 
1978-09, 1979-07, and finally 1980-04.  
There are 08 MGBGT’s, 06 Midget owners, 02 
have MGB’s with V8’s and 03 members own 
a LE Model in the club.  The MGB was 
produced from 1962 to 1980 and 512,243 

were produced overall of which 298,052 
were shipped to the U.S.  The MGBGT was 
produced from 1965 1/2 to 1980 (export to 
the U.S. ceased in 1974), and 125,597 were 
built in that period.  The MGC was produced 
from 1967 to 1969 and 9,002 were built.  The 
MG Midget had a run from 1961 to 1980 and 
a total of 226,427 were made by the factory.   

The Hoosier MGB Chapter has been 
active in Central Indiana since 1987 and the 
club are chapter members of the North 
American MGB Register (NAMGBR).  

Thirty-eight club members own more 
than one MG. By numbers the Old Octagons 
have the greatest diversity in where they 
hail from, 27 different cities.  Club members 
are spread throughout Indiana and three are 
listed in Tarpon Springs, Florida, Bridgeman 
& Kalamazoo, Michigan.  There you have it 
folks.  This is your Hoosier MG Club.   

 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Did You Know:  75% of all cars that Rolls-Royce has ever produced are still on the road today. 
 The first recorded car accident occurred in 1891 in the State of Ohio.  The average 
American spends approximately 2 weeks of 
his/her life waiting for red lights.   

Contrary to popular belief that Big Ben 
refers to the World-Famous Clock, it is the 
name of the thirteen-ton bell inside.  The 
building is now known as the Elizabeth Tower.   

Mr. Rodgers’ car was once stolen. The 
thief returned it back to him after he realized 
whose car it was. 
 South African residents can legally 
attach small flamethrowers to the side of 
their cars to provide defense against 
carjackers.  (Always good to know.) 
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