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The Edmonton Classic Sports Car Club is 
a Registered Society under the Societies 
Act of Alberta and is dedicated to the 
active preservation of the Classic Sports 
Car.  Membership is open to all who love 
or hate, who own or aspire to own a 
Classic Sports Car. It is dedicated to what 
we consider classic wind in the face, top 
down motoring!  We even recognize the 
occasional coupe.  We only ask that every 
member thrill to a crisp shift at the top of 
the R.P.M. scale,  tingle to a staccato 
exhaust note on a still fall day and have 
an on going love affair with the Sports 
Car. Note that the articles appearing in the 
Open Road are the personal opinion of 
the authors concerned, and that the 
Edmonton Classic Sports Car Club, its 
officials or individuals cannot be held 
responsible in anyway for the effects of 
any information published herein. Privacy 
Statement:  All organizations that collect 
personal information are subject to 
Privacy Legislation. ECSCC collected 
information is only used to communicate 
with members.  No membership 
information is published in any 
publication without permission.  
Publication of pictures and within articles 
is covered under fair use.  Any concerns 
should be raised with the executive or at 
regular Club meetings. 

ECSCC Executive Contact Info

www.edmontonclassicsportscarclub.com

Edmonton Classic Sports Car Club
PO Box 62068 Edmonton AB, T5M4B5

Wear our LOGO Proudly Nevi’s Embroidery Suite 102, 111 Avenue & Groat 
Road (Westmount Mall by Safeway) Edmonton T5M 3L7.  Prices vary.
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Monthly Meetings & Ice Cream Runs  
7:30 PM on third Wednesday of every 
month (except December) for regular 
club meetings at the Royal Alberta 
Museum.  Ice Cream Runs from RAM at 
7:30 PM on alternate Wednesdays.  

Noggin & Natter Meetings
Royal Pizza West,  9977 - 178 St.,  on 
Thursday,  August 13th.  Meet at 6 PM, 
order, start the business meeting and then 
pause when dinner arrives.  Finish 
meeting  after dinner and usually out by 
8:30 PM.  All are welcome to attend.

Photos in this issue by:  Frank French, Jonathan Smethurst, John McEwen, John Crawley, Gerry Borlé, Tony Knowler,
Chris Bamford and Howard Jewell

    Cover Caption:  Brits By The Bess in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan July 2015
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FROM THE DESK OF THE MEGALO-MINIAC

1

    It was a perfect day, Sunday, July 5, 2015.  Perfect weather, 20 degrees C, not too cold, not too hot, not too 
windy, sunny and no mosquitoes. Perfect scenery at the Clifford E. Lee Nature Sanctuary. Some of our members 
met at the Royal Alberta Museum; some drove directly there. A lovely drive in sports cars in lovely weather. 
    
    The Sanctuary covers 348 acres of marshland, open meadow, aspen parkland and pine forest. There are trails 
of one to three kilometres including boardwalks along the shore of a marsh.  About 14 of us had a leisurely 
stroll which ended with a relaxing picnic near the entrance. 
    
    Good company, good times!
         Dennis Coulthard,
         Megalo Miniac
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Upcoming	  Events	  for	  August	  and	  early	  September
August	  has	  lots	  of	  local	  events	  for	  ECSCC	  members	  to	  a6end	  and	  these	  include	  the	  following:

• On	  August	  3,	  The	  Tofield	  Heritage	  Classic	  &	  Phil’s	  BBQ	  were	  “fabulous	  firsts”	  for	  August.

• August	  4	  –	  8,	  Rock’n	  August	  including	  Car	  show	  and	  Street	  Dance	  on	  the	  Friday,	  August	  
7	  and	  a	  “Giant”	  Car	  show	  on	  the	  Saturday,	  August	  8.	  	  ECSCC	  has	  tradiSonally	  assisted	  
with	  the	  parking	  on	  Friday	  and	  Saturday	  and	  Howard	  is	  looking	  for	  volunteers!

• August	  14	  –	  Visit	  to	  Canterbury	  Seniors	  Home,	  as	  an	  added	  a6racSon	  to	  their	  50’s	  Day,	  
Theme	  Party.

• August	  15	  -‐	  	  Spruce	  Grove	  Show	  ‘n	  Shine.

• August	  22	  –	  Our	  annual	  Econo	  Run.

• August	  30	  –	  Joining	  with	  Edmonton	  AnSque	  Car	  Club	  Corn	  Roast	  and	  BBQ.

• September	  12	  –	  Gibbons	  Garage	  Sale.

Further	  details	  on	  these	  exciSng	  events	  are	  shown	  in	  the	  various	  adverts	  on	  pages	  5,	  15,	  19	  	  &	  
20	  	  in	  this	  ediSon	  of	  “The	  Open	  Road”

Wherever	  possible	  Howard	  will	  be	  e-‐mailing	  each	  member	  with	  the	  latest	  informaSon	  of	  each	  
event	  approximately	  one	  week	  in	  advance.	  Also	  go	  to	  our	  web	  site	  (“Events	  at	  a	  Glance”,	  
“Calendar”	  and	  “Upcoming	  Events”)	  for	  updated	  informaSon.

There	  are	  various	  other	  events	  that	  are	  posted	  on	  our	  Website	  which	  our	  members	  might	  be	  
interested	  in.	  In	  parScular	  I	  recommend	  the	  Portland	  ABFM	  (September	  4	  /	  5),	  with	  the	  
prospect	  of	  an	  interesSng	  drive.	  If	  any	  ECSCC	  member	  is	  interested	  in	  a6ending	  the	  Portland	  
ABFM,	  please	  contact	  me	  and	  perhaps	  we	  can	  arrange	  a	  group	  to	  drive	  down	  together.

Jonathan	  Smethurst
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August is a busy month in the household. Marg and I 
are both volunteers at the Folk Fest and that takes about a 
week of work. I also co-ordinate which adds a bit of time 
to the equation so better get this column written so Howard 
won’t bug me.

July was fun with a long trip to the east in one of Mike 
Connolley’s wonderful MGFs. Not sure I could of done the 
distance in Ugly Betty B, not without some modifications 
for lumbar support. 

Speaking of Betty B we did take her to Evan 
Verchomin’s fabulous BBQ. The weather was awesome 
with shade and a lovely breeze off the lake. It was a tad 
warm on the way there and back as I’m pretty sure we hit 
30 degrees along the way. The B ran about 185 most of the 
way there on Highway two and about the same on the way 
back on Highway 20. So 110K and 100 K not much 
difference though the trip back was more relaxed. 

I’d spent most of the Friday before working on the 
front suspension. I’d picked up two replacement shock 
absorbers from Peter Caldwell of World Wide Auto Parts. 
They refurbish shocks for most antiques and supply many 
other suppliers with rebuilds. Shipping 4000 out at a time 

in some cases. He gave a talk at the NAMGAR Get 
Together which was good as he was able to deliver the 
shocks.  

I got the car set up on stands and tools arranged. Pulled 
off the wire wheel and saw the state of the bushes on the A 

arms. More work.. downed tools and went over to Bert’s 
for some MGB V8 bushes. The price is good and they last 
longer than MGB (or A) bushes.  

Started with removing the shock as that looked pretty 
easy. Got the old one off no problem, new one mounted 
easily but getting the top bush back into the shock was a 
bit more of an issue. Finally took a break and went to lunch 
at Rt 99. While there discussing the shocking issues, Mike 
C said he used to fit the shock to the bush first and then 
bolt the shock down. 

That’s what I did after lunch, being able to wiggle the 
shock around did get the bush to slide in and get bolted 
down loosely. Took more time to bolt down the shock but 
finally that was done. 

It was a scorching hot day and so I took a break to read 
how to do the 
A arm bushes. 
Most started 
with removing 
the caliper and 
then the hub 
and disc. Lot 
of work, and 
I’d just put on 
a brand new 

shock which I 
wasn’t going to 
remove.  Figured 
another jack and 

Frank’s Filler
Bushed...

When the sun comes around you need some shade...

Fitting shock was easy.. the rest.. not so much.

Support, remove bolt, lower, remove
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just remove the lower bolt and lower the A arm the shock 

would hold on to everything else. Just had 
to make sure that the brake hose wasn’t 
stretched as things settled.  That worked 
well surprisingly well.

Bit of work to get the A arm apart but 
pretty easy getting the old bushes out as 
they were shot.

Biggest concern when I took things 
apart was the shape of the hole at the end of 
the A arm. They are known to wear oblong 
and so one either needs to have a washer 
welded in place or replace the A arm. I was 
lucky, the arms were in great shape. The 
new ones went in easily with that old can of 
Silicone lubricant that I found at a garage 

sale somewhere. 
Then it was just a matter of 

reassembly coating the inside metal sleeve of the bush 
with anti seize as it’s steel onto steel and you don’t want 
it to rust into place on the A arm Pivot. Then slowly jack 
up the A arm until the spring fit back into place and I 
could bolt it up loosely as well.  

Side two went much the same as side 
one though it’s shock was OK I changed 
it anyway.  With everything bolted up I 
put the wheels back on and lowered the 
car down and with weight on the 
suspension then tightened up all the 
bolts to the correct torque. Cooking hot 
by that time and we sure worked up a 
sweat going from side to side. Little 
awkward in places and as we were using 
the original nuts and bolts, there was 
some tightening and loosening to fit the 
cotter pins.  Finally it was done and 
Betty B was ready to head to Sylvan 
lake. 
Turned out she was more ready than I 
was as there were muscles I hadn’t used 
in a long time, as I flopped around on 
the ground and I was pretty stiff the next  

day.  Still we had a good trip and the 
work done made a world of 
difference to how Betty rides. Rear 
shocks are next as she still clunks 
pretty hard with the old Moss Tube 
Shock kit that came with the car. 
We’d put that on before going to 
Oregon and it was fine on the way 
down but started bottoming out on 
the way back. I got a set of Gaz 
shocks from Bert which should 
make things better. 
The trip home went well,  Neil and I 
convoyed back and we were making 
good time till we hit the Genesee 

bridge which was closed due to an accident. Detour took 
a bit of time and we stopped for ice cream in Devon. 
Nice break on a very nice day.  The smoother ride made it  
even better and safer too.    Till next time.   FF

The Old Bush with the New MGB V8 Bush ready.

The A arm holes were okay!

Anti Seize slathered on the sleeve

Even slathered some Anti-Seize on the pivot itself.. 
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Rock ‘n August  events start on Tuesday, 
August 4th and culminate August 8th with 
Saturday’s 10 AM to 3 PM Show & Shine in 
the Sturgeon River Valley.  For more 
information and to register, go to 
www.rocknaugust.com  Minimum $25 pledge 
for each registered vehicle.

Rock ‘n August is a significant contributor to 
diabetes research and education in Alberta.   
Contact Howard Jewell if interested in 
assisting with parking for Friday night’s 
Street Dance on August 7th and/or Saturday 
morning for the August 8th Show & Shine.

Online Registration available at  
www.albertadiabetesfoundation.com

     The Canterbury Foundation has invited ECSCC to 
host a small car show & display our cars as part of their 
50’s  Days Theme Party at their Seniors Residence at 
8403 - 142 Street NW from 10 AM to Noon on Friday, 
August 14th.    A section of their parking lot will be 
closed off in the morning for club members to exhibit 
their cars and mingle with the residents.  ECSCC has 
participated in visits to Seniors Residences in the past 
and it’s a great way to support our community.

Visit 10 AM to Noon Friday, August 14th. 
We’ll muster at the Royal Alberta Museum at 

9:30 AM for a 9:45 AM Departure.  
Howard Jewell is the Contact Person.

Grove Cruise 2015,  noon to 4:30 PM, Saturday, August 15 at the Jubilee Park.  
Registration starts at 8 AM, fee $25.  We’ll muster at the Acheson Petro Can for a 9:30 AM 
departure.  Gary Leverett is the Contact Person/Coordinator for Grove Cruise 2015.     
GLeverett@dialogdesign.ca 

All British Field Meet - Portland, Oregon
Saluting Austin Healey.  
Labor Day Weekend.   
September 4th, 5th & 
6th,  2015 - Portland 

International Raceway.

http://www.rocknaugust.com
http://www.rocknaugust.com
http://www.albertadiabetesfoundation.com
http://www.albertadiabetesfoundation.com
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   This show, presented by the Vintage Sports Car Club of Calgary, took place on a nice sunny day in Stanley 
Park, Calgary on July 18, 2015.  Approximately 315 cars attended the 2014 show so I was interested in seeing 
what would turn up for 2015.

   I travelled down with Bob Woodcock in his Jeep which towed a trailer containing his Lotus Super 7. On the 
way down we passed Harry Midgley who was well wrapped up as he drove his red MGB to the show.

   The show itself had a wide range of cars, ranging from the exotic (Ferrari) through to Porsche and, of course 
British Cars and some Motorcycles. I didn’t see any really “Wow” cars on this visit (the last time I attended this 
show there was a 1930’s BMW 
race car), but the replica 1930’s 3 
Wheeler Morgan demonstrated a 
high degree of engineering and 
construction skills.

   Approximately half of the 
vehicles were Volkswagens of 
various types (crammed into less 
than a quarter of the available 
space), with all sorts of different 
approaches, including “Restored as 
Original”, Modified (including 

a “Herbie”) and Rat-Rodded. The VW contingent basically formed their own “Show within a Show” and were 
having a great time.

   Here are some pictures from this event, and I recommend this show for 2016 for all ECSCC members, either 
as a participant or as a spectator (as I was for the 2015 event).

Jonathan Smethurst

Mike & Edith Spencer with their red 1967 Sunbeam Alpine.

A blue 1938 MG TA Harry Midgley with his red 1974 MGB.
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More European Classic Car Meet Photos

Black 1973 Lotus Europa TC Special parked beside Bobʼs Lotus Super 7.

Red 1956 Jaguar XK 120. “Boxes On Wheels” - Volkswagon Vans.

Above Left:     Bob Woodcock (green shirt) with his yellow 1970 Lotus Super 7.  
                         Check out Bobʼs Vimeo Video of Calgaryʼs 2015 European Classic Car Meet: https://vimeo.com/134008577     
Above Right:  1935 Morgan Aero Super Sports Replica where the front suspension appears to be of modern design, front A arm, 
not the traditional “sliding pillar suspension”.  Plus, the engine (replica) is a Moto Guzzi, OHV, air cooled, 1046, 90 degree V Twin giving 
87 HP compared to the (original) Matchless MX1 OHV, air cooled, 990 ccʼs, 50 degree V Twin giving 39 HP.  The gearbox (replica) is a 5 
speed with electric reverse, prop shaft drive, compared to (original) 3 speed gearbox, chain drive.  Curb weight (replica) 925 lbs, 
compared to (original) 948 lbs.  Probably a bit of a Hot Rod!

https://vimeo.com/134008577
https://vimeo.com/134008577
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   Seven of us attended Tony 
Knowler’s  Auto Club Car 
Show in Lloydminster on July 
18th.  Tony, who is Auto Club 
President, greeted us as we 
entered Lions Park across from 
Lloydminster Mall.  As Tony’s 
1953 MG TF Midget was the 
only British car on display in a 
sea of American antiques & 
classics, our British cars helped 
alleviate the MG’s loneliness.  

    After getting parked, Mike retrieved the tiniest of two tents 
from the boot of his MGF.  Once set up, it provided everyone 
with some shaky shade (it was windy!) on this hot sunny day.      
    During the day we perused the classics and chatted with Tony 
who showed us his collection of MG badges.  This gift was 
presented to him after discussing his 1953 MG TF Midget with 
Chinese MG representatives at the 2014 Macau International 
Automobile Exposition.  Tony was in Macau visiting his son 
who took photos of the MG Exhibit shown on the next page.             
    We stayed for the awards with Jamie being our only winner, 
having won a door prize.  After the event, we said our goodbyes 
to Tony and departed for Saskatoon.               Editor

A black 1919 Model T Ford. A 1926 Model T Ford Coupe with an after market “fat man steering wheel”.
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Left Column:  Tonyʼs Gift Box of MG Badges presented to him by Chinese 
MG representatives while visiting the MG Display at the 2014 China (Macau) 
International Automobile Exposition.  Photos of Tony and the Chinese MG 
representatives were taken by Tonyʼs son.
Right Column: Issi, Sandi, Jamie, Marg, Frank & Mike under Mikeʼs tiny 
tent and a 1948 Plymouth Coupe above and a 1952 Willys Wagon below. 
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We had another run to 
Saskatoon and the 
Saskatchewan British Car 
Club’s Brit by the Bus Car 
Show. We’ve often combined 
the run and stopped at 
Lloydminster to see member 
Tony Knowler and his MG -
TF and the show put on by 
the Loydminister Car Club.  
This year some members 
decided to go straight to 
Saskatoon to take part in the 
SBCC’s BBQ which happens 
Saturday night. 

As scheduled, we met at 
Rio Can and then headed out 
to Tofield to meet with those 
that found that spot a good 
one to meet.  Then we all 
headed out on Highway 14 
swinging off at Viking to 
catch 619 for the run towards 
Lloydminster.  

In the past we’d stopped at Viking but it was only an 
hour on from Tofield but the total run to Lloydminster 
then was almost three hours.  Let’s just say we stopped 
at the first Golden Arches and everyone seemed relieved 
as it were. Note to self; stop at Viking next year. 

Those heading to Saskatoon stayed for lunch and the 
rest either headed to the Lions Park or found a car wash. 
The Lloydminster Car Club had a very successful show 
this year and it was bigger than we’ve ever seen.  We 
were out in the middle by the ball diamond and Mike 
Connolley had brought a Gazebo that fit in a very small 
bag and had fibreglass poles similar to tent poles.  It 
was interesting and proved very flexible so Sandi’s 
chair with a top became the high point when the wind 
moved the Gazebo down towards us.  Great fun.. lots of 
interesting cars from classic American, to Rods to Rat   

Rods and even some T’s. 

The Run to Saskatoon and Back
Or why does it often rain on the way home?

The Bessborough anchors the Saskatchewan British Car Club’s Street Show.

We thought Mike had put a Drag chute on the MGF to slow 
it down a bit but no, it was the Gazebo. 
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After the show we headed east, stopping at the 
Battlefords for a break and a snack before the dash to 
Saskatoon.  It was a good run with no issues though a bit 
monotonous. 

The majority were staying at the Delta Bessborough, 
taking advantage of the Anniversary Special. If you got 
married within a month of the date you booked you paid 
a room rate based on the year you got married. It made it 
a bit cheaper than our old haunt, the Senator.  We stopped 
at the Denny’s Restaurant attached to the Sandman Hotel 
as they were supposed to have really good burgers. And 
they were really good burgers though one could likely 
have had a roast beef cooked in the time it took. Still, 
they were good. 

From there we split up with those staying at the 
Bessie travelling towards one end of the street and those 
at the Senator going to the other end.  Parking was a bit 
tight in both, space at the Senator is always tight. Two big 
weddings at the Bessie and the Taste of Saskatchewan 
going on in the park next door. Still, we all got parked 
and then went down to the Winston Pub for a brew before 
bed.  

Reports on the BBQ were favourable and some 
discussion took place throughout the weekend and we 
think we’ll alternate between doing Lloyd and Toon and 
just going to Saskatoon.  See how that works. 

Some of us got the quiet side of the hotel some the 
park side but in the end most had a good night’s sleep.  
Up at eight and park the cars on the street in front of the 

Bessborough for the British Car Show and then off to 
breakfast. 

Well we did have to push John’s Tiger uphill and 
across the street to the show area. Though that 
breakdown turned out to be lucky.  See John’s Article...

We need to work on breakfast as the hotel district 
isn’t cost conscious. Though I did okay with Toast and 
Juice and taking Marg’s bacon. (her suggestion) .  

Ready to face the world after a tasty breakfast.

The Final Push “Uphill” to get the Tiger Parked. 

The “Taste”, right beside the Bessie.
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With breakfast done we set up for the show and a day 
of conversation and touching base with Sask Club 
members took place.  As usual there was a great mix of 
cars, sports cars and saloon cars. The Imp wasn’t there 
this year but we did have a Mini.. the only one. Come on 
Mini owners, it’s not that far a drive.  No big Healeys 
either though there was a very nice Bug Eye at the show.  
The TRW was there and a Lotus Elite. John Pharr’s Aston 
Martin was there too though we didn’t catch up with 

John.  He used to be the editor of their club magazine, 
which unfortunately is no more. I did enjoy seeing the 
Morris J Van which drove off its trailer under its own 
power.  The van was from the Pioneer Co-op Fleet and 
the owners, Tony and Ruth Hill, had stocked the back 
with goods similar to what might of been in the van 

back in the day. Tony even managed 
to put together a Co-Op Uniform 
which suited the set up to a “T”.  
Tony told me that he found a guy who 
was able to rebuild a damaged shaft in 
the transmission with spray welding 
and another fellow welded the teeth 
on the damage gear with stainless 
wire and then hand filed each tooth. 
As the van isn’t going to go any great 
distance this was the perfect solution. 
He also removed the Morris Oxford 
flat head engine and took it into 
Saskatoon where Bob Forward had it 

running in about twenty minutes. Were it only that easy 
on the J4.  Good to see the van out and on display.             
 Only our John and Dee managed to dress in 
suitable garb.. Knowing what I wore back when Betty 
was new I just need to find some black hightop Keds and 
a white T shirt and skinny blue jeans if they do this again.  
A wig might be good too..  

We all had a good time.. of course we took part in the 
Taste of Saskatchewan and had some good nibbles.

The Morris J is not that big a vehicle...

The SBCC’s booth and Bedford Van.. their first club project. 

Morris J Fully Stocked.
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Though I missed the Butter Tart dish they had last 
year, the bread pudding squares, deep fried with sauce, 
were almost enough to make up for the lack of butter tart.  

After the show wrapped up we 
had to push John’s Tiger back to the 
Bessie, uphill again.. though just for a 
bit and he was able to roll into the 
parking lot on the other side and set 
up for a tow in the morning.  A good 
show, a fun time and we topped it off 
at the Winston Pup with some food 
and beverage.  Not a late night but a 
good one. 

The morning saw us heading to Tim 
Hortons for breakfast.. not the 
greatest but better than the hotel 
restaurant. Then we touched base 
with everyone; Howard and Gerry 

were heading straight back. The rest of us were off to the 
Western Development Museum where we were to meet 
up with John and Dee who had had the Tiger repaired.  

They arrived only to say the Tiger was overheating so we 
headed into the museum which has a main street full of 
history. That and locomotives and cars and all sorts of 
other stuff and we spent the morning checking it all out.  
Rather than run off somewhere else we had lunch at the 
cafeteria at the Museum which was quite good. Then we 
tackled the Tiger.  I’ll leave that to John to recount but it 
did take us all afternoon and we headed out about five 
stopping for gas on the way. At which point the Tiger 
started trailing black smoke as we went off the highway 
which continued into the gas station. The clutch line had 
burnt through..  And so we left John and Dee to get in 
touch with the Saskatchewan Club and hopefully get on 

their way. They did too and a big thanks to the gang in 
Saskatoon who went out of their way to help them. 

Our run was down Highway 16 again.. miles and miles of 
straight road but we made good time. Stopped at the 
Battlefords for supper.. Boston Pizza this time, a sit down 
meal.  This one was a good one, unlike our last 
experience going to Niagara falls.  

The sun was going down as we headed out and we 
trundled along until we got close to Edmonton and then 

Another stopped to read Betty B’s Story.

A Great Turn Out for a Good Show... 

There were better Looking B-GTs, but Betty’s Story had people reading.
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Mother Nature provided a very wild show of sheet 
lightening with some bolts of lightening to liven things 
up.  That guided us to town; I was looking for a place to 
pull over and the one rest stop I saw was full to the brim 
with big Semi Trailers so we went on and then the skies 
opened up.  Sure cleaned my windscreen off of all the 
bugs I had gathered over the day and the single speed 

wiper did it’s best to keep the window clear but 
the rain was coming down and also coming 
sideways.

Jamie and Neil both had their Tops down.. I 
figured Neil with windows up would be okay but 
Jamie and Sandi would be getting damp.  Then I 
saw an overpass and pulled right over.. They were 
able to get under it and get the tops up. Not 
perfect but as we had rain the rest of the way 
home, probably a good move. The B-GT didn’t 
leak at all, in fact Betty B ran very well. My 
troublesome Over Drive which works when cold 

and if you kick out of OD en-route won’t kick 
back in as it did heading to Lloydminster, worked 
the whole trip back.  It was a good trip but it was 
good to be home.  Really think others should 
consider it. The weather was lovely till the very 
end and the Saskatchewan Club are great hosts.   
Now for the big question, why does it rain when 
we drive back from Saskatoon?

Not that I really care, Betty B has a roof... 

Hope to see you in Saskatoon next year;  might not  
rain on the way home.. though it might be a 
tradition.            FF

Car shows can be so boring.... YAWN!... 

John and Dee dressed to the “Nines”.... 

Maybe next year we’ll see many Minis? 
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Gibbons Garage Sale Tour 
(An annual small town �“Big Deal�” day)

 
Saturday, September 12, 2015 

 
�• More than a hundred sale sites downtown and throughout the residential area
�• Have a burger at the fire hall
�• Stop for lunch at the Legion Hall �– burgers, fresh cut fries, beer
�• Leave when you are �“Garage Saled Out�”

Meet: PetroCanada Service Station
  Fort Road & 137 Avenue 
 
Depart:  9:00 A.M.  
 (There is an A&W at the PetroCan if you need coffee or breakfast first.) 
 
Route: Drive out as a group along a slightly longer country road route 
 
Contact: Alec Cherwenuk        780-469-1056   
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BITS & BOBS by Gerry Borle

It has been a great month for car club events with 
runs to Radium and Saskatoon. After returning 
from the Brits by the Bess car show I have come 
up with a great idea for a contest next year. Let’s 
see who comes home with the best radiator 
butterfly collection . This would be my contribution. 
Because of the dry weather it is not as impressive  
as previous years.

It has been suggested that we have an information form with the Club Logo done up to 
use as a display card at car show events. 

I have creating a fillable PDF.  It will look 
something like this when finished. It works 
great on my computer, but fails to work 
when I send the PDF out. Until I get the 
bugs out,if you want a display card done up 
send me the information to me at 
(ecscc@shaw.ca)and I will fill out the form 
and email it back to you. 

Sorry it is taking so long to get the car club 
directory in print. Every time Frank wanted 
to go to print I would tell him that there were 
some new membership forms coming. It 
was hard to stick to a definite deadline 
without omitting a member or two who were  
late in renewing. Then summer hit and car 
events took top priority. The directory has 
now been printed and will be distributed this 
month.

Now for those of you who missed the 
Radium Day Parade. It brought back 
memories of growing up in a small town.
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July Boot Sale
“the non meeting meeting”

     For a short notice event the July Boot Sale turned 
out to be pretty good.  We had four or five people 
selling some of their extra gear and  some people 
took advantage and bought some items they needed. 
Or figured that it was something that they could use 
in the future.  

    
    As was the case 
with the Radio 
cover I got which 
will fit in Betty B’s 
radio opening.. just 
need to fix the 
wiper  switch 
connection so I 
don’t have to reach 
in and wiggle the 
wires to get the 
wiper to work. 

   If we put this on 
the schedule every 
year it might work 

out well though it would be weather dependent.     
Something to consider anyway.  

Next month who knows what’s going to happen at 
the meeting?   In the meantime don’t forget the other 
Wednesdays in the month are ice cream runs and 
we’ve had some good ones even with the scary 
weather we’ve had recently. 

Now where’s that box of stuff for next year’s Boot 
Sale?   

    FF

Matt brought the “Boots”.
Jonathan tried on John Sugden’s MGB and 

Bob checked the boot.

   During the event we will 
be staying at the Oregon 
Garden Resort.  
   Friday night activities 
will be at the Gordon 
House and the Saturday car 
show will be in the Oregon 
Gardens.  The Saturday 
evening Awards banquet 
will be held in the Orchid 
room in the Main Lodge.

All Triumph Drive In - Portland, OREGON.
Start Date:  Friday,   August 14, 2015
End Date:  Sunday, August 16, 2015                           
Make your hotel reservations now for the All Triumph 
Drive In, hosted by Portland Triumph Owners Association.           
Details on their website. 
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http://www.portlandtriumph.org/
http://www.portlandtriumph.org/
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Sports Car Centre - August Specials
12116 - 121A Street,
Edmonton, Alberta

T5L 0A4
780-440-9426

www.sportscarcentre.ca
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Solid Core 6 Cylinder Ignition Wire Set 
$45.00 (Distributor with side connectors) 

Austin Healey

MGB/Midget Ignition Wire Set  $25.00

Solid Core 4 Cylinder Ignition Wire 
Set $35.00 (Distributors with side 

connectors) MGA, early MGB, 
Midget, TR3-4 etc.

HD 6 Cylinder Rotor $10.00

Lucas Ignition Points 
25D Distributor $7.50

Lucas Ignition Points 
45D  Distributor $7.50

Low Tension Lead 25D 
Distributor $8.50

Condenser 25D Distributor $6.50

Distributor Cap 45D $15.00 Distributor Cap 25D $15.00

Condenser 45D Distributor $12.50
Triumph TR6/250 

Ignition Wire Set $35.00

http://www.sportscarcentre.ca
http://www.sportscarcentre.ca
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Reminiscences on Cars, Sports Cars and Sporting Cars That I Have Known:  
By an Old Member - Part 8 – NSU - a great name in automobiles. 

By John McEwen 
 

 You may remember my comments regarding the merits of the small German sports cars.  Here is 
another that is getting scarce now, but is very much worth your while to purchase, if you’re lucky enough to 
find one.  I refer to the famous NSU name, first famous for motorcycles.  NSU is short for Neckarsulm a 
town in Germany located near the city of Ulm, where the Neckar river flows into the Danube.  For those of 
you unfortunates who never studied German, it is pronounced as it reads in English, but Ulm is pronounced 
as ‘oolm’.   
 NSU motorcycles were beautifully engineered and successful in racing during the years before and 
after WWII.  The cars were initially a spin-off during the years of reconstruction after the war.  They were a 
part of the tiny car movement that was so successful in Germany.  Their car was called the NSU Prinz 
(meaning ‘Prince’ and pronounced exactly the same as in English.  The Prinz, released in ’58, was a 
sophisticated four- passenger car that was powered by a 20 hp, 583 cc, rear-mounted, air-cooled OHC twin 
capable of reaching 80 kmh without difficulty and was very well made.  It had rear wheel drive and a four-
speed transmission. The later Prinz 30 was a 598 cc and easily able to reach 100 kmh.  They handled well, 
but were noisy.  They were also very reliable and tough, needing little maintenance. 
 
 The Prinzen were a fairly common sight in Edmonton in the late ‘50s and ‘60s. 
 
 
 
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
     
 The car we’re going to focus on is called the Sport Prinz.  Franco Scaglione designed it at Bertone 
studios. Bertone in Torino built the first 250 cars.  The Sport Prinz was a handsome two-seater coupe that 
was powered by the larger 30 hp 583 cc engine, which was later replaced by the 598 (600).  With this larger 
engine and the sleek fastback design the Sport Prinz could reach 160 kmh, according to some sources. 
   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A typical Prinz with the 20 hp engine 

 
A 30 hp Prinz with longer body. 

 

 
The NSU Sport Prinz, supposedly capable of 

160 kmh from 600 cc twin engine. 
 
 

NSU Sport Prinz rear view.  
Attractive, Fast, and Competent  

The NSU Sport Prinz, supposedly capable of 
160 kmh from 600 cc twin engine.

NSU Sport Prinz rear view, 
Attractive, Fast and Competent.
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The Sport Prinz was a huge hit and proved extremely successful in races and rallies as its performance was 
quite remarkable for its size, and its styling was right on the money.  More than 20,000 were sold.  Not 
content to rest on its laurels, NSU went ahead with an even more interesting car, the Sport Prinz Cabriolet, 
which was expensive but beautiful, and the car that became famous for one particular model.  A Sport Prinz 
Cabriolet called the Wankel Spider became the first to use the then new Wankel engine that showed so much 
promise. 
     
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
      
 The chances of finding an NSU Sport Prinz Cabrio or Spider are slim, but not impossible. Owning 
such a car would be fun and a challenge if it needed a lot of restoration.  However it is a beautiful little car 
and parts would not be impossible to find, but they would have to come from Germany. 
 
After flirting with the Wankel engine and building a fantastic car called the NSU Ro80 that used a twin rotor 
engine the Wankel was deemed to be a failure due to the difficulty in managing the heat and finding rotor 
tips that would survive heat and rpm.  The car was beautiful and fast, but it eventually broke NSU, which 
wound up in the arms of VW, which then spun off Audi.  When you look at the photos below, you can see 
what a handsome car the Ro8o was.  It was in production from 1967 to 1977 and has a great following in 
Europe.  It makes the many really ugly cars today look even uglier.  What, you haven’t seen any really ugly 
cars today?  Have a look at what Lexus is trying to sell people.  This horror makes the worst cars of British 
Leyland or British Ford look like the most beautiful cars ever built. I think the Ro8o was really special given 
that it was done in the 1960s and was such an advanced design that it would be very much admired today.  
Compare it to the Austin Allegro or the Atlantic.  Blecch.                          Until next month, John McEwen 
 
 

 The NSU Wankel Spider 
A Great Rarity Today, and some are here in AB.  

 
 

 
The Wankel Engine  

As seen in an NSU Spider 
 

I know where there are five NSU Sport 
Prinzen needing a good home. 



Quality British Auto Parts

Ph (780) 440-4704	 Fax (780) 468-5869
8203 - 56 Street, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada T6B1H6

email: britbits@shaw.ca

Rates for Commercial ads
1/4 page @ 10.00          1/2 page @ $15.00Full page @ $20.00      Rear Cover @ $25.00

Members are allowed to place a business card ad for up to one year at no cost. A member may
also advertise they're own vehicle for sale at no charge. Contact editor for details.
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Western Classic 
Motors

STORAGE  SALES  APPRAISALS

NEW & USED PARTS

Rod Thomas
780-970-4128
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These 
Companies 
are member 

owned. 

We Thank 
them for 

their 
support 

and hope 
youʼll 

support 
them. 

Rates for Commercial ads
1/4 page @ 10.00          1/2 page @ $15.00Full page @ $20.00      Rear Cover @ $25.00

Members are allowed to place a business card ad for up to one year at no cost. A member may
also advertise they're own vehicle for sale at no charge. Contact editor for details.

 

This space for rent
contact editor for details

12116-121A St. 
Edmonton AB T5L 0A4

westernclassicmotors@gmail.com

Rates for Commercial ads:  1/4 Page @ $11.00, 1/2 Page @ $16.50.  Full Page @ $22.00.  Rear Cover @ $27.50.  Business Card 
ad @ $4.40 an issue.   Discount for full year purchase (11 issues).

 aBrit Bits 
Ken Miles

COLLECTABLES

John McEwen
Collectables @ shaw.ca

780-444-4646 Cell: 780-915-7335
Appraisals - Cars & Motorcycles

Accredited Appraiser - 36 Years Experience
Specialty Vehicles Appraisal Institute

All Triumph Drive In August 14-16, 2015

Join over 2,000 enthusiastic owners in the restoration, 
preservation, and sheer enjoyment of driving an 

MGA, Magnette, or variant of this noble breed.  You’ll 
receive  six bi-monthly issues of MGA!, our full-color, 

award winning magazine, invitations 
to National and Regional Get-Togethers

throughout the U.S. and Canada, plus a knowledge base 
and support group second to none.  All this for just $37.50 per year 

(North America), or $52.50 (International).  Get more information at 
http://www.namgar.com, or contact registrar@namgar.com.

Register Your MGA With NAMGAR!

MG2016 June 13 to 17, 2016

Mark your 
Calendar! 
MG2016 

will be held 
in 

Louisville,
Kentucky!

mailto:britbits@telusplanet.net
mailto:britbits@telusplanet.net
mailto:westernclassics@gmail.com
mailto:westernclassics@gmail.com

